HINDUISM,    OLD   AND    NEW
this is the fact that Hinduism in India is, broadly speaking,
of two kinds, and the realization of this is very important.
First of all, there is the Vedic Hinduism—the old tradi-
tional religion of India, dating many centuries before
Christ, and founded on their ancient scriptures, of which
the most important are the early Vedas^the Brahmanas
and Upanishads being of later date. Secondly, and very
different, is the popular Hinduism of the temples in the
towns and villages. Then there is the animism of the small,
almost uncivilized villages, and of some of the wild tribes ;
but that is not Hinduism at all, properly speaking, although
the tolerant and absorptive character of Hinduism is some-
times reckoned to include them. In many respects the
orthodox Hindu religion is a fine and noble thing. Spirit
is the reality, matter the illusion. Different schools of
thought have their different interpretations of God, Mind,
the Soul, and Eternal Life. Vedantism considers God as
an impersonal Absolute, whereas the leaders of the Bhakti
movement consider Him as personal and responding to
devotion. Some of the Vedas stress the unity of God,
whereas the Samkhya philosophy has been described as
an " atheistic dualism/' and popular Hinduism is more
and more polytheistic the farther it gets from the original
scriptures.
The universality and eternity of the Soul2 is funda-
mental to nearly all Hindu thought. The one ultimate
reality is Brahma, and, as TheBhagavad Gita (a.d. 100-200)
picturesquely expresses it—" the whole universe is strung
upon me (Brahma) as pearls upon a thread. ... I am the
light in moon and sun. ... I am the life in all creatures."
This idea is the very foundation of the thought of India,
and underlies the belief in the sacredness of stones, or trees,
or rivers. It inspires the repugnance felt by every Hindu,
and by many other Indians, too, to the taking of animal
1	Approximate dates—Rig Veda, 1000 b.c. ;   Upanishads, 500 b.c.
2	Atma.    The well-known word Mahatma simply means Great
Soul.    Dates :   Vedanta, a.d. 900;   Bhakti-margha, a.d. 1400.
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